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Utilize two broadband connections! 
Increase your bandwidth! 
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Features 

I Inbound/OutboutK) Load Balancin g 
I Built-In Authorltativa DNS 

t VPN Auto Falkwef 8. Aggregation 
I High Performance NAT Gateway 
1 Hardware Based SPI Firewall 
I DHCP Server & Multiple DMZ 
I URL Blocking & Virtual Senrers 
I SNMP Remote Management 
I 5-year Warranty with Tech Support 
& Firmware Updates 


DSL, Cable, and/or T1 


When utilizing the combined 
bandwidth of two separate 
broadband connections at the same 
time, the XiNCOM Twin WAN Gateway 
truly brings you the T1 alternative! 


Overview 

XINCCMs Twin femSy of products 

provides a secure and reliable connection 
to the bitemet and corporate network 
connecbvity to smai branch ofRces ard 
small to m^ium sized businesses. These 
networking gateways have dual WAN porte 
that allow you to connect two s^rerate 
broadband connections of any t^, 
including Cable, DSL and/or T1 for ultimate 
automatic failover, and load balancing. With 
cutting edge features like NAT. SPI Firewall, 
DHCP server, and Access Fillers makes 
this a must have far any nebmk. ^ 


Tiuin LUF=in i=RaaLjc“rs 


XC-DPG402 TWIN WAN ROUTER 
w/ 12 Mbps throughput 


XC-DPG502 TWIN WAN ROUTER 

w/ 44 Mbps, QoS, 8t UPnP. $299.00 USD 

XC-DP6S03 TWIN WAN VPN GATEWAY 

w/ 44 Mbps, QoS, UPnP, & VPN $399.00 USD 

XC-DPG602 TWIN WAN DNS TO IP GATEWAY ^ 

w/ 44 Mbps, Inbound LB. & Authoritative DNS $799.00 USD 

XC-DPG603 TWIN WAN DNS TO IP VPN GATEWAY ^ 

w/ 44 Mbps, Inbound LB. Authoritative DNS, & VPN ^9.00 USD 


^vinoom* 

Visit www.xincom.us 
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SKYWAVl/VESr 


infQ@skywaywest.com www.skywaywest.com 


604 482 1225 

Full service 

Internet Service Provider 

^ Reliable Access and Excellent Service 
^ Power-up your LAN with Business Class 
ADSL, Wireless and Fibre Access 
^ Internet phone and Private Networks 
Co-locates, Web and FTP Hosting 
Email and Domain Name Services 


Serving BC and Alberts. 


9 - 


Subscribe to 

raprannnonce^^ 

NOW! 
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November - The Month Before Christmas By Joshua Paul 


C hances are if you are reading 
Performance PC, you are 
thinking about your next 
computer related purchase. I am 
unapologetically obsessed with buying 
computer stuff, I am always thinking 
about what I need to get next - for my 
home, for the publishing business, for 
the managed server hosting business, 
and for the software development 
business. I am always looking for products that will improve 
the quality of our lives. Specifically I want a replacement for 
my Danger Hiptop (http://www.danger.com/) that I can do 
web application development on. The Hiptop is a great 
replacement for ray old Palm M500 and cell phone - but I 
can't use it to build anything. I can use it to take pictures and 
for creative writing - but I like to do dynamic writing - 
writing that lives - interactive writing - aka programming. 

There are several different ways I have been able to think 
that I could use to do this: 1) a Linux PDA like the Sharp 
Zaurus, 2) a Pocket PC, 3) an ultra light notebook, 4) a 
wearable computer, 5) write pseudo code on paper. It is easy 
to get distracted by the specifications of the technology - 
capacity, speed, performance - these are all important - 
however in the long term, selecting a computer that "does no 
harm" maybe more important. 

Sometimes a new technology will be upgrading 
something I already have, and sometimes it will be 
something completely new. With new technology I have to 
consider what potential "harm" may come from inviting it to 
live with me. I have to ask myself - what potential 
cataclysmic chain of events could unfold because of this 
decision. To make a decision, information is required - and 
spending a few hours on the internet Googling could save 
you days of frustration. Almost any computer product you 
are interested in buying has been reviewed and documented 
on the internet - and you can read about any potential issues 
associated to the product. 

The things I am looking for in a product are: 

- Support: Can I get vendor support? Is there a support 
community built up around the product? 

- Lifespan: Is this product going to be around 2 or 3 years 
from now? Are enough people using it? How long can I 
get support and accessories? 

- Development Environment: Is the product Open Source 
or industry standards-based or is it proprietary? This is 
somewhat related to lifespan. 

- Price: Are the features and functions provided by the 
device reasonable when compared to other similar 
products? For example, an ultra light notebook is more 
expensive than a regular notebook - but is the premium 



for the ultra light worthwhile? 

In the process of evaluating a potential purchase, 1 look 
initially for a deal breaker before going into further detail. 

1) Sharp Zaurus - internet rumors indicate Sharp is leaving 
the North American market - suggesting that support and 
lifespan may be limited. 

2) Pocket PC: I couldn't find any resources for programming 
PHP and MySQL on these units. There are programming 
languages specific to the units, but they aren't the 
languages that I want, No support, no purchase. 

3) Ultra light notebook - There is a nice sub notebook from 
Fujitsu the size of a VHS tape. Unfortunately, it only 
comes with with a Transmeta 700MHz processor - 
probably too slow at $1000 CAD. Price combined with 
the lack of a cell phone make this a deal breaker for me. 

4) Wearable computer - 1 could only find a single company 
- and they still seem to be prohibitively expensive. 

5) Pen and paper - Cheap and readily available, no deal 
breakers here. 

So in the end I will have to stick with "pretending” to 
code - and just use pen and paper to prepare for when I am in 
front of a computer. > 


Mac Station • i 


The iMac G5 

Introducing the all-new IMacGS 
with 17or20-inch widescreen 
models. The entire computer, 
Including a slot-loading optical 
drive, hard disk, speakers, and 
even the power supply - dwells 
Inside the display. 

Prices starting at $1 799.99 
Come down and view our demo 
modelondisplay! 



H 


iPod + iPod mini 

For Mac and Windows. Thousands of 
songs In your pocket and Integration 
with iTunes.Stay organized with your 
contacts and calendar, plus a built-in 
alarm clock and games. 

IPod: 20GB S429/40GB SSS9 IPod mini:4GB S349 IchoosefromScoloutsl) 


BURNMr«H-42l]-S224 I VANCOUVER 604436-6227 


wwwferionnanaoccanade.coi 
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Back to school Contest Results 


Over ^ 
$1000 
value 



We would like to thank all of you who entered the Back 
to School Contest. Response was overwhelming! Thank you 
all! And an especially big thank you to our generous sponsors 
who contributed such a great goodie bag of treats! Stay tuned 
to PerforrnancePC for more great contests! 


Contributor 

A-Power 

Prizes . 

Kingston 512 PC 3200 400MGH ISApin 

ADR memory, mamory stick 

Retail Value 

5 143.00 

Wnner 

Mike 

Half Price Books 

OVO Confidential: Hundreds of Hidden 

S 22.95 

Judy 


Easter Eggs Revealed 





Oigiia! Video Essential 

$ 47.05 

Judy 



Tricks of die Windows Gama Programming 

S 93.30 

Judy 



Gurus 2nd Edition 




Mac Station 

iPod Mini 

$35D.DD 

Johnny 


Vastech 

Thermahake SILENT TOWER 

$139.93 

Brenda 


Jatview Electronics [£TV Security B/W Camera w/Orystal Lens 

$ 85.00 

Nike 


XiiWMii 

XCOPG402 Twin Wan Router 

$150.00 

Martin 


PeriormancePC 

Dfl LANParty NForcB2 Ultra B Socketa Dual 

$200.00 



DOR SPCISATASsoundlDDOLAN 1334 





TOTAL $1238.78 
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Advertisers’ Directory 



Check Out Our Latest 
Contest on p.31 


Nobody Beats CALS 


At Cal’s New & Used Computer Warehouse we 
dways have at least 5 Pre-owned Laptop’s of 
assorted speed’s Priced Between $99.00 and 
$799.00, 22 Pre-owned Desktops in price 
ranges from $99 to $499 and 30 Pre-owned 
Monitors in prices from $39.00 to $199.00. 


Cal's Computer Warehouse I Great People 5 Great Service 
3003 Grandview Highway {At the Backl 604437-5551 
10 - 7 Monday in Saturday, 10 to 6 Surday www.gosBEcal.cnm 






Did you know all that 

Half Price 
Computer Books 

has in store? 



» Holiday shopping 


Start thinking about those holiday giftsl 
Half Price Computer Books is a great place to 
shop for gifts ter that geek in ^ur life~ ^ 
or for books to figure out how to use 
that gadget gift! ^^3 

if you're still not sure what to get, ^ 

we also offer gift certificates in 
any denomination! W 


» New books in stock 

I Spedal Edition 
UUngWIordPerfect 1 2 
Reg.S57.99 
Our Price $46.39! 


' Qassic Photoshop 
i Effects 
Reg.S57.99 
Our Price $46.39! 


I Red Hat Unux Fedora 
I AtHfrone Referentt 
_ I forOunmies 

9^1 ^ Reg.$57.99 

Our Mce $28.99! 

HlustratorCS 
Hands^n Training 
iM giffitoi Cl Reg.$64.99 

Our Price $51.99! 


westir' 


» New stock from Wileyl 

We've just got a fresh shipment of 
books from John Wiley & Sons - 
including great new titles in 
the Dummies and 
Bible series. All of 
them are 20 to 50% 
off frieir regular 
retail prices! 


» Unux on demand 

Why pay hundreds of dollars for an operating system 
when you can buy one for less than $ 1 07 Check out 
our HPCB Linux CDs, featuring the latest software for 
everyone from beginner to guru! We carry over 
70 different Linux software distributions, 
including Knoppix 3.6, Debian 3.0R3,SU5E 
LINUX 9.2 Live,SLAX4J2.0, SimplyMEPIS 
2004.04 and more! 


VBA for Dummies 
Reg. $36.99 
Ourfhice$16.49! 


Red|^i^ 


A Practical Guide to 
Red Hat Unux 2/e 
Reg. $71 .99 
Our Price $57.59! 


|IJI|E Vancouver 

Burnaby 

Coquitlam 

HUtt 520 West 8th Avenue 

4269 Lougheed Hwy. 

140 Schoolhouse Street 

Tt > 604-876-1007 

604-291-1033 

604-521-3905 

Vancouver 

Victoria 

Visit Us 

550 Seymour Street 

160-2950 Douglas St. 

Online 

BOOKS 604-688-7791 

(250) 361^1846 

www.halfpricecomputerbooks.ca 


wwwpei 


PH 504 638 0668 I Nmsmlwr 2004 PerfortrsncePC 7 




remembBr to say you saw it in PsrformancePC 


Sam»ung Develop* World'e Flret 
Five-Megapixel Camera Phone 

South Korea's Samsung Electronics 
has developed the world's first mobile 
phone equipped with a five-megapixel 
camera. The latest model, called the 
SCH-S250, has a charge-coupled 
device camera and high-sensitivity 
flash which allows users to take high- 
quality pictures. It can also function as 
a camcorder, (uk.news.yahoo.com) 



Sony Announcee High Definition 
10801 HDR-FXl; First 3 CCD HDV 
Camcorder 

The HDR-FXl includes three 1/3- 
inch 16;9 1.12 Megapixel gross CCDs. 
Each CCD measures 960 x 1080 
pixels. The inclusion of three large 
8 PBifminsncsPC NiN8mber2004 I PH 604 538 0666 i v 


CCDs is a major difference between 
the Sony and JVC's first entry - and 
will likely allow the HDR-FXl to be 
taken very seriously by the industry. 
(camcorderinfo.com) 



Apple Hope* to Top Gadget Chart* 
with U2 IPod Player 

The news on Tuesday that 
Apple will release a U2 version 
of its iPod - a bold black-and- 
red device loaded with digital 
copies of hundreds of new and 
old U2 tunes - along with an 
iPod photo edition was enough 
for some of Apple's most bullish 
analysts to raise estimates 
yesterday morning for the 
Cupertino, California-based 
firm. (theglobeandmail.com) 


software exploits a hole in Microsoft 
Corp.'s Internet Explorer Web browser 
to work its way onto computers 
without users' knowledge, according to 
the lawsuit. A Washington consumer 
group, the Center for Democracy and 
Technology, had demonstrated the 
software to Reuters before it filed a 
complaint with the FTC in February. 
The software hijacks Web browsers, 
causes CD-ROM trays to mysteriously 
slide open and slows down computers 
or causes them to cease working 
altogether. A torrent of "pop up" 
messages urges consumers to buy 
programs called Spy Wiper or Spy 
Deleter to clean up the mess. I 



IPod Photo 

www.apple.com/ipodphoto/ 

The newest member of the iPod 
family, iPod Photo comes in two sizes: 
a 40GB model, available for S499, and 
a capacious 60GB model that sells for 
$599. Both feature a razor sharp LCD 
display that lets you see your photos in 
vivid color — 65,536 colors, to be 
exact. And with its built-in 
backlighting, you’ll be able to admire 
those photos indoors or out. 

First Suit Against lnt«rn«t “Spy 
War*" 

The U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission on Thursday asked a 
federal court to shut down an operation 
that it said disables users' computers in 
an attempt to bully them into buying 
anti-spy wore products. Internet users 
unwittingly download the software 
when they visit Web sites that contain 
certain banner ads, the FTC said. The 






ILarga Plasms/ LCD 


•System Upgrafles 
'Computer Repair 
‘Onsite Service 
'Government PO Welcome 
'Coperale PO Welcome 
'Network Setup/ Maintenance 
•Web Development 


vvorKsianon 


• Upgrade 
■Trouble ShuiS' 
■ Network Setup 


QOeMfO , 

1«4TFT»( 


Mi'MCreooB 

'jufSVMonw 


Upgrade Kit DIY , 
MainOoard I 

• XP2000 I 

Video I 

256M RAM ' 


I SpeceWilksr Home Theeter System 


Web Design 


HP uiHi)el 1 ieo f 

HPLsHrCo(or2660L$fie9 
Carton Colour I458 179 
Brother 143S 1198 ** 

Brother 6840 DTN 1998 (Pre« 


Graphic 

Basic Web Site setup 
3 pages $4990nly 
www.tshnet.com 


iNmv 775 P4 

I Intel P4 530 3G 1 MB Cache Cpu 
IAsus P5GD1-VM Mainboard 
Sasus X3D0SE PCI-E Vdeo Card 
llGDDR2 RAM 
boOGB 0MB SATA 
jl6XDVD-RWDual Layer 
]bMW Case with LED Fan, 
1450W P/s High Quality 
MS PS/2 Keyboard 
IMS Optical Mouse 


Simple Kid system 
XP 2000 
ECS Mainboard 
lon board Video 
On board Sound 
128MB DDR RAM 
40GBATAHard Dtit 
52XCDR0M 
ATX Case w/Front U 
Free Internet Game l 


lintel P4 3Q 1MB Cache Cpu 
Iasus P4P800S Mainboard 
InVidia 5600XT 128MB 
|S12PC3200 400MHz RAM 
ll60GB7200RPMATAHard I 
ll2X Dual Layer DVDRW 
IaTX Casa with Front USB 
IaTX Power 3S0W 
|pS/2 Keyboard 
■Optical Mouse 


$1079 


Intal Office Station 

2 4GHz Celeron ATX Case 
Celeron Motherboard 
□OR25eMB2e6FSB ' 
40GB 7200 ATA L 

S2X CDROM ■ 

On board 10/100 4*201 

Free upgrade from 
CDROM to CDRW $39* 


P4 2.4 School Work 

Asus All-In-One motherobard 
DDR612MB400rSB M 
64MB On boerd Video ■ 


S2XCDRW * 

On board 10/100 $469 
Add SamsungirLCD $429 
Add Samsung to* LCD $599 


P4 30Hz BOOFSB System 
Intel 848 800S5 Mainboard 
512DDR 400 / 200GB SATA 7200 HDD 
nVidia 5500 TD 2S6MB AGP COJW^i 

LG OVD-Combo / Speaker 
Raldmax Case Keyboard Mouse 


teg $899 - $859 
Back to Sch 


foQcompconex.com 


TOSHIBA 

Amt Form DVDRW 


$199 


$4.99 




Cason to/OMK. amda 

keyboard mouse and speakers 


Atl Compconex Systems come with 


AldorbrMs 


vwoy 
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Apple’s G5 iMac: 
Wonderful in White 


By Alan Zisman 


E ven with a share of computer sales somewhere south 
of 5%, Apple manages to dominate the imaginations 
of the public— at least of that part of the public that 
writes about technology. The January 2002 release of the 
company’s G4 iMac, for instance, got Apple CEO Steve Jobs 
on the cover of Time Magazine. 

Along with Jobs’ influence, the original 1998 iMac, a 
bulbous colourful one-piece G3-powered computer, arguably 
saved the company from financial ruin and led to hordes of 
translucent plastic gizmos and gadgets, everything from pens 
to phones trying to cash in on the iMac look and appeal. The 
G4 iMac replaced the original fruity colours with a stark 
white, and featured an LCD panel anchored by an exquisitely 
engineered arm to a distinctive semi-spherical base. 

Not everyone loved the new look, however, with critics 
comparing it to an overgrown high-end desk lamp. And while 
initially strong, G4 iMac sales quickly leveled off. 



Released this September, the new iMacs remain white 
one-piece, LCD-display computers, now built around Apple’s 
new high-end G5 processor. The half-a-volleyball base of the 
previous models is gone; all the computer’s guts are within 
±e LCD screen’s 4 cm thick housing. Also gone is the 
flexible arm; the screen on this model tilts at different angles, 
but no longer moves forward, back or side-to-side. The 
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145-4471 No.6fioac<, FSchmond, BC, Canada l«l/ IPS 
Tel:t604)B21-12Sa Fax; W 821-05)3 
kVeb; http://www.drn3c.t1c.ca Email: salesQdmac.bc.ca 
Hours; Mon-Fri TOam - 6pm, Sat 1pm - 5pm 

TOLL FREE; 1-866-821-1228 



discount ^ 


Authorized 

Reseller 


( 17-inch; 1.6GHz 1 (1 7-inchi 1.8GHz ) I 20-inchi 1.8GHz 1 


$1,749.00 

1 7-inch widescreen LCD 
1.6GHz PowerPC G5 
S12KL2 cache 
533MHz frontside bus 
256MB DDR400 SDRAM 
NViDIA GeForce FX 5200 Ultra 
64MB DDR video memory 
80GB Serial ATA hard drive 
Slot-load Combo Drive 


$1,999.00 

1 7-inch widescreen LCD 
1.8GHz PowerPC 65 
51 2KL2 cache 
600MHz frontside bus 
2S6MBDDR4O0 SDRAM 
NVIDIA GeForce FX 5200 Ultra 
64MB DDR video memory 
80GB Serial ATA hard drive 
Slot-load SuperDrive 


Power Mac G5 


$2,499.00 

20-inch widescreen LCD 
l-BGHz PowerPC G5 
512KL2 cache 
600MHz frontside bus 
256MB DDR400 SDRAM 
NVIDIA GeForce FX 5200 Ultra 
64MB DDR video memory 
160GB Serial ATA hard drive 
Slot-load SuperDrive 



iMac G5 




$2,099.00 

$2,799.00 

$3,499.00 

$4,199.00 



1.8GHz PowerPC GS 

DualliGHz PowerPC GS 

Dual 2GHz PowerPC GS 

Dual 2.SGHZ PowerPC G5 

w 'Wifei”" 


eOOMHz frontside bus 

900MHz frontside 

1 GHz frontside 

1.2SGHZ frontside 

r 


512KL2 cache 

bus/processor 

bus/processor 

bus/processor 



2S6MBDDR400 SDRAM 

S12K L2 cache/processor 

' 512KL2 cache/processor 

512KL2 cache/processor 

iHBiJai^s 


Maximum 4G8 SDRAM 

256MB DDR400 SDRAM 

512MB OOR400 SDRAM 

S12MBDOR400 SDRAM 

IIHIbw 


80GB Serial ATA 

Maximum 4GB SDRAM 

Expandable to 8GB SDRAM 

Expandable to 8GB SDRAM 



8x SuperDrive 

BOGB Serial ATA 

160GB Serial ATA 

160GB Serial ATA 

ft 


3 PCI Slots 

Bx SuperDrive 

8x SuperDrive 

8x SuperDrive 



NVIDIA GeForce FX 5200 Uftra 

1 3 PCI Slots 

3KI-XSIots 

3Pa-XSIots 

1^^^- j 


64MB DDR video memory 

NVIDIA GeForce FX 5200 Ultra 

NVIDIA GeForce FX 5200 Ultra 

ATI Radeon 9600 XT 


56K internal modem 

64MB DDR video memory 

' 64M6 DDR video memory 

128MB DDR video memory 

1 


S6Kiniemal modem 

S6K internal modem 

56K internal modem 


tPod U2 Special Edition 

Uke no other, iPod U2 Spedal Edition 
out. Jet biack. it bears a prominent re. . 

re%enjo^ and, of course, thesignal 





Featuring storage up to 25,000 
photos. For Mac and PC. 

iPod Photo 

* Price Includes CPCCsatink Media Levy ‘Sts 


$679.00 

6.4 ounces 
2,4x4,lx.7S inches 
Apple Earphones 
AC Adapter 
FireWire cable 
USB 2.0 cable 
iPod Photo AV cable 
iPod Photo Dock 


$799.00 

64 ounces 
2.4x4.lx.7S inches 
Apple Earphones 
AC Adapter 
FireWire cable 
USB 2.0 cable 
iPod Photo AV cable 
iPod Photo Dock 


4GB iPod mini 

comes with 5 different 
coloun,silver,gold,blue, 
green and pink. 



$1,299.00 

$1,649.00 

$1,899.00 


1.2GHz PowerPC G4 

U36HZ PowerPC G4 

1.33GHz PowerPC G4 


512KL2 cache @12GHz 

512KL2c3che@1.33GHz 

512KL2cache@1.33GHz 

u> 

12-inch TFT Displays 

14-inch TFT Display 

14-(nch TFT Display 


1024x768 resolution 

1024x768 resolution 

1024x768 resolution 


256MB DDR266 SDRAM 

256MB DDR266 SDRAM 

2S6MB DDR266 SDRAM 

s 

30GB Ultra ATA drive 

60GB Ultra ATA drive 

60GB Ultra ATA drive 

0 

Combo Drive 

Combo Drive 

SuperDrive 

m 

ATI Mobility Radeon 9200 

ATT Mobility Radeon 9200 

ATI Mobility Radeon 9200 


32MB DDR video memory 

32MB DDR video memory 

32MB DOR video memory 

1 1 

Airport Extreme built-in 

Airport Extreme built-in 

AirPort Extreme built-in 


Order Mac accessories online at 

www.discountmacclub.com 

'anpnatnbiftttodiengewithoutmtia. 


Now you can order Mac accessories online on our web site anytime @ http://www.discountmacclub.com 
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resulting look is subtler than the earlier models: a clean, 
somewhat under-whelming look that should fit in easily on 
desktops in homes and offices. With the 20” model weighing 
in at about 10 kg (25.2 lbs— about 15 lbs lighter than the 20” 
G4 model), it can be relatively easily moved about. 

While Apple is not the first to offer computers built into 
LCD displays, most similar designs have an awkward bulge 
hanging off the back of the flat panel display. Apple puts all 
the connectors on the back: the power cord in the centre, the 
other ports in a row along the side. There’s a hole in the arm 
to keep cables neatly organized. 

Apple's ads make it look like the system can be run 
virtually cable free; the power cord is invisible from the front. 
If you like the wireless look, Apple sells a Bluetooth wireless 
keyboard and mouse ($139), but they are not included in the 
basic package, nor is the ($70) Bluetooth adapter needed to 
make them work. If you want Bluetooth, order it at the time 
of purchase: the internal Bluetooth adapter requires a 
different ‘mid-plane’ and isn’t user-installable afterwards. 
(Alternatively, you can use a USB Bluetooth module, but 
then you’ve got a dangling wire). Like other current Mac 
models, the iMac can use Apple's Airport Extreme 802.1 Ig 
wireless networking adapter and includes an antenna for it; 
like the Bluetooth adapter, the Airport adapter ($109) isn’t 
part of the base package. Unlike the Bluetooth adapter it’s 
easily added later. (Apple recently started to include Airport 
Extreme adapters in the base package for their iBook 
consumer notebooks; I hope this will be the case for the 
iMacs as well). 

Apple includes its standard (wired) USB white extended 
keyboard and transparent optical mouse. Mac software 
supports multiple mouse buttons; fans of multiple buttons can 
plug in most popular PC (USB) mice and get support for 
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right-buttons, scroll wheels, and the like. (Alternatively, users 
of single-button Apple mice can access pop-up context menus 
by holding the Control-key while clicking). The Apple mouse 
is an especially slick device whose entire body can be 
clicked, but it would be nice if the company offered a two- 
button mouse option. 

In a tidy row along the back of the G5. users will find an 
audio-in port and an audio-out port that can be used for 
standard headphones or speakers or for an optical cable to 
connect to high-end audio gear with SP/DIF inputs (allowing 
for 5.1-channel audio output). A video-out port requires an 
adapter to connect to VGA or video displays. There are three 
USB 2.0 ports, a pair of Firewire-400 ports, a 10/100 Ethernet 
port, and a modem port. 

While the earlier iMacs required external speakers the 
new model has 12-watt speakers built into the bottom of the 
display; these lack bass response but otherwise produce 
pretty good sound. Also at the bottom are air intakes; the G5 
processor runs hotter than its predecessor so the new iMac 
has multiple cooling fans. The cooling system is well 
designed with each fan running only as needed. Overall, the 
G5 iMac runs quietly; I never noticed it over the ongoing 
hum of the desktop PC sitting across the room in my office. 

Another nice design touch; when not in use, the keyboard 
can be stowed nicely under the display panel to take up 
minimal desktop space. Alternatively, you can do away with 
the base entirely, mounting the whole thing directly on a wall. 

Apple is selling the G5 iMac in three configurations: 
CDN$1799 gets you an iMac with a 17” widescreen LCD 
screen, a 1.6 GHz G5 processor, an 80 GB serial ATA hard 


Continue on page 18 
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Review Of Advanced 
Portable Storage Devices 



the X's-Drive Pro V-300 and the Mediagear Flash HD to go 


By Joshua Paul 



W hai's Che oldest magnetic 
media storage device you 
can remember? Have you 
ever seen an 8" floppy disk or a 5.25" 
disk? Or a SMB hard drive? These days 
portable storage has taken many forms - 
there are new versions of the old fonns 
- portable hard drives, and you could 
make a case that CD-R and CD-RWs 
have replaced the function to a large 
extent of floppy disks. But there has 
been an explosion of new portable 
micro storage devices - there are 9 
different very small formats - that all 
have more capacity than the early 
magnetic media. These new formats are 
all flash memory devices - with the 
exception of the IBM/Hitachi micro 
drive. 

Flash media cards: 

Compact Flash format 
l.lVpel(CF) 

2. IVpe II (CF) 

3. MicroDrive 
Memory Stick Size 
4. Memory Stick (MS) 

5. Memory Stick Pro 
6. Secure Digital (SD) 

7. MultiMediaCard (MMC) 
SmartMedia: 

8. SmartMedia (SM) 

9. xD Picture Card (xD) 

The main uses of these flash 
memory storage devices is for 
capturing digital images from digital 
cameras and digital video cameras 
(check out http://www.fisherav.com/ 
for the FVD-C 1 which does both) - and 
these devices feature removable media 
- so you can use these cards like floppy 
disks. However, the majority of 
portable MP3 players use built in flash 
memory and not one of the above flash 
media cards - however the Lyra line 
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from RCA uses MMC - or the Pogo! 
Rip Flash uses both. 
(http://www.pogoproducts.com/ripflash 
_dx.html). 

The problem with all these formats 
is that they are as expensive as they are 
small, and the higher the capacity the 
exponentially more expensive. 

That's the problem the X's-Drive 
Pro and the MediaGear products are 
designed to solve. They let you transfer 
your digital files off your expensive 
flash memory cards and on to a less 
expensive hard drive. Both products are 
advanced 2.5" hard drive cases with 
batteries, LCD screens, slots to read all 
the above formats, and a USB cable to 
connect the hard drive to your 
computer. You can buy these models 
without hard drives, or with 30GB, 
40GB or 60GB hard drives. 

The main reason you want one of 
these units is you want a simple system 
for getting data off your flash memory 
cards when you are away from your 
computer. Perhaps you are on vacation 
for a week and don't want to take your 
laptop or perhaps you don't have a 
laptop - and you want to take as many 
pictures as possible. Buying additional 
flash media cards is going to be several 
times more expensive than these units. 
For example, 1GB Compact Flash 
memory card is $150 - the 30GB 
MediaGear product is $240 - well worth 
the extra $90. 

Another reason to use the units is 
that they are the ultimate photo album - 
so if you are traveling to grandma's 
house on the other side of the world you 
don't want to bum dozens of CDs or 
DVDs - you Just take your portable hard 
drive. Also, if you have recently 
upgraded your laptop's hard drive, you 
have the old one you need to do 
www.psrformsrapccaitaila.coin 


something useful with - stick it in one 
of these boxes. 

By building the different card 
readers in to the boxes they are 
compatible with any camera you or 
your friends have now and any camera 
you are going to buy in the future. 

But what about your 
technologically challenged spouse? Is 
he or she going to be able to use it? Of 
the two units the MediaGear's case 
design and user interface put it ahead of 
the X's-Drive Pro unit. Powered off side 
by side, my wife immediately picked up 
the MediaGear unit and figured out how 
to turn it on - it only has 3 buttons - 
power - copy and select. However, the 
X’s-Drive is initially more difficult - it 
has the ability to play MP3s as well. Is 
this feature worth an extra $80 to you? 

Conclusion, if you take alot of 
pictures and are planning a vacation and 
want to save money instead of buying 
more memory cards - these products are 
for you. If you want the smallest and 
simplest to use unit the MediaGear is 
for you. However, if you'd like to add 
MP3 playing functionality consider the 
X's Drive Pro. 

X's Drive Pro Image Tbnk 
No hard drive $ 189.99, with 30G of 
Hard Drive $319.99, with 40G of Hard 
Drive $339.99 

MediaGear Fiash-HD to Go 
No hard drive $] 19,99, with 30G of 
Hard Drive $239.99, with 40G of Hard 
Drive $279.99, with 60G of Hard Drive 
$319,99 

Availability: please contact Wayne 
at 604-276-1619 for local dealers 
For more info contact: 

Wayne Chiang 
Mediasonic Enterprises Inc. 
wayne.chiang@mediasonic.ca 
http://www.mediasoQic.ca/ ► 
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ediasonic 

Enterprises Inc. 


#200 -2268 No. 5 Road 
Richmond, BCV6X2T1 
Tel: (604)276-1619 
Fax:(604)276-1838 


Visit our oniine store www.mediasonic.ca 

Resellers Welcome !! 

Business Hours: 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM PST 


E-mail : sales@mediasonic.ca 


- Ctearance Sale Items- 


High Quiity MP3 Player : 

• ISaiilB build-in Uemorg 

■ Voice Recoding up to B Hr. 

■ FM Radio & Turner 

- USB Flash Drive Funcdon 

■ Made in Korea 



-J^—^Ausic Ju^ (Bo^ 

■ Support MP3 / WMA /OGS format 

■ Come with SOG 1.B’ HD for data storage 

■ FM Tuner with 10 preset diannel 

- Build-In recoding (unction 

- Use as personal organizer 

( Store contacts, Calendar, Notes 1 

- Rechargeable through AC/DC adapter 

- EL backlight large-scale dot matrix displa 




3329.99J 


(pfioto Storage 




X-Drive Pro VP 331D 



Case... 

vidthSDBB HD.... 

virith 40SBHD 339.9E 

virithBDBB HD 3B9.9! 


X-DrlveProVP30Q Photo Bank 



Hitachi A GB Microdrive CF Type ii 

OnW „Q 

$229.99 



USB 1.1 Cerd 

USB B.0 7-in-l Reader 19.99 

USB S.O Mn-I Reader /w 

3 Ports USB 2.D Hub S9.99 

IS-ln-t Reader/Writer 23.99 

USB Bluetooth Class 1 39.99 

USB Bluetooth Class II 29.99 ‘ 

Clip Cam [WebCam < Microphone • LED Light! - 
0-Cam (WebCam * Microphone < Plate ] 


Security Camera (Pac^e - 


Digital Vidao Recorder with 12D 
4 Infrared W^erproof Cameras [3 years warranty), 

4 transformer. Remote vfewdng ready [no software required) 



‘EtCpemaC ‘Enclosure — 


S.2S' Enclosure 
E.S' Smart Driver Endsoure 2.0— 49.99 

USB 2.0 29. ■ 

USB 2.0 & IEEE 1394 - 59. 




5.25' Hotdrlve Endosure 
USB 2.0 

USB 2.C 9 IEEE 1394 - 69.99 USB 2.0 & IEEE 1394 — 64.99 


** nm-pc last, Unger uptime, no iofitoare upgrade 





MIPS pbya Coming Soon , 

Pockeb-slze Digital Photo 

Photo Bank T/iewer 

Overview 
Pocket size V' 



CA-H7DMT 
256 MB — 153.93 
512 MB — - 199.99 


Overview ; 

• TV Out 

- 2.B- HD (or date storage . , g- hq gforaoe 

-twSMgsalfai: 

«5-f¥o, US-Duo, CT, 

Micradrtve 


US, lilS-Pra.e US-Duo 


•pfi(£av9ll3t*V9Jtiecl to itonge without rolice 


.. list piice is EisouttEd alradg 
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Christmas 



A colour laser printer - 
the Lexmark C510 


An Uninterruptible 
Power Supply - 
^ at least 1500VA 
from APC 


New Apple 30" LCD 


dH 

2 sets of 5.1 THX Speakers - 
Edifier, Klipsch or Logitech 


Video Card - NVIDIA GeForce 
6800 Ultra (for PC 3D LCD 
support) & GeForce 6800 Ultra 
DDL (for the 30") 


Apple's Dual 
2.5GHz G5 


!6X Dual Layer DVD Burner - 
Plextor PX-716 CD/DVD 
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Siemens CF62 

By Babak Khonsari 



A t first impression, I thought Fido had sent me one of 
the demo look-a-like phones by accident. It looked 
and felt more like a toy phone than a real phone. 
Once I discovered that it was a real phone, I took a liking to 
it immediately. At- only 85 grams, it is one of the lightest 
phones that I have come across. It has no crazy standard 


1 Specs 1 

Neluvofk 

GSM 9Q0 / GSM 1800 / GSM 1900 

Dimensions 

82x45x22 mm, 78cc 

WeiQlit 

86 q 

TVilH 

CSTN. 65K colors 

Size 

130 X 130 pixels 

- Second external monochrome rlisplay (blue illuminated; 


4-wav navy key 

Screensavers 

Ring tones 
Vibration 

Polyphonic ring tones 

In phwie 

Download games, applications, melodies 
• Build-in hands free 

Call records 

Optional digital camera 

10 dialed, 20 received. 20 missed calls 

Data speed 

32 • 48 kbps 

Messdijing 

SMS, EMS, MMS 

Games 

Yes 


-Java 

WAP 1 2 1 

T9 

Calculator 

Currency cunverlei 
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features, like built in camera, video or MP3 player. It’s simply 
a good old-fashioned phone. Sometimes that's all you really 
need. At the same time that I was reviewing this phone, I was 
reviewing two other phones. In the evenings when I left to go 
out, I found myself reaching for the CF62 rather than the other 
phones, just because it’s so light, I could just put it in my 
pocket and never felt it’s presence. 

Display 

The CF62 has two display screens: one on the outside 
used when the shell is closed, and the other, 65K screen, 130 
by 130. The screen may seem small, with only a few lines of 
text showing compared to most other phones, but you have to 
remember that this is just a simple phone. You can alter the 
illumination and contrast by adjusting the backlight to fit your 
viewing needs. There is also the option to change font size to 
get more text on the screen, as well as support for color 
schemes to change the background menu colors. You can see 
who is calling you, if you have missed calls, or unread 
messages on the outer display. 

Keypad 

1 liked the flat keypad. I had no problems pressing the 
wrong button even though the keys are close together. There 
is a click that follows every key pressed so you know if you 
have actually clicked on the button or not. The yellow backlit 
keys help low light situations. 

Dynamic Limits 

The dynamic lights on the CF62 are seven LEDs placed 
around the keypad. The LEDs can do either orange or amber 
colors, and you can define patterns for the lights. You can set 
them to go on when someone calls, for incoming calls and 


missed calls, or when you open or close the clamshell. The 
predefined patterns are pretty cool and eye catching, 
especially in low light. 

Phone 

The CF62 is a tri-band phone, so you can use it anywhere 
in the world. The reception is good and the sound quality 
clear. It is enabled with polyphonic ring tones, and equipped 
with JAVA, GPRS and WAP. The phone can easily be 
customized with downloaded sounds, images and applications 
from the Siemens Internet almost anywhere in the world. The 
phone provides a good 5 hours of talk time and more than 8 
days of standby time. 

Conclusion: 

I loved this phone. It is a nice simple phone and it does what 
it's supposed to do very well. First of all it is super light and 
compact You hardly feel that you are carrying it on you. You 
can buy the CF62 through Fido (www.fido.ca) for $125 without 
a contract and $50 with. One thing that I did not like about this 
phone is that it does not have a standard ring tone. It comes with 
a few built in “songs”, but if you work in a professional 
environment, a reggae tone does not really cut it. The only way 
around this is to go online and download ring tones. 

Pro«: 

Simple, good reception, well priced, nice design, great 
battery life 

Com: 

No infra red, no Bluetooth, does not come with standard 
ring tones, java applications are too slow, volume is too low 
(or is it me getting too old). I 


Apple G5 iMac 
Continued from page 12 

drive, a 533 MHz frontside bus, and a combo CD-R/DVD- 
ROM slot-loading drive. An additional $250 boosts this to a 
1.8 GHz G5, a 600 MHz frontside bus, and a SuperDrive, 
Apple’s code for a DVD burner. $2499 bumps it to a large 20” 
widescreen display and a 160 GB hard drive. (Hard drives up 
to 250 GB can be ordered). 

All models include 512 K L2 cache and an 8x AGP 
nVidia GeForce FX 5200 Ultra graphics chip with 64 MB 
DDR video memory: integrated onto the motherboard, it is 
not replaceable. As well, all models ship with 256 MB of 
RAM. This amount of memory is adequate to run the 
operating system (Mac OS X 10.3) and basic applications, 
but for anything more, users will find it highly desirable to 
upgrade. Apple or its dealers will happily sell you an iMac 
wii more RAM installed at the time of purchase; Apple 
upgrade charges range from $105 for 512 MB to a hefty 
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$1575 for 2 GB. 

Alternatively, it’s fairly easy to install more RAM 
yourself later. This iMac uses widely available PC-style DDR 
PC3200 RAM. 

This iMac can be easily opened up; lay it face down on 
top of a towel to avoid scratching the LCD panel. Loosen 
three screws along the bottom of the display— with Apple’s 
typical attention to detail, these remain anchored so they can't 
be lost" and the back of the case comes up. Inside, you’ll find 
two memory slots as well as the socket for the Airport 
Extreme wireless card. The iMac can take up to 2 GB of 
RAM; it can use RAM of differing sizes but will have best 
performance with two identical pieces. 

With the cover off, the hard drive can be upgraded or 
replaced and an Airport Express wireless card added, but 
that’s about all that can be done inside the box; Mac-fans 


Continue on page 20 


Looking for the best hands-on education in systems, 
networking, and software development? 

Want to find one of the most flexible programs available? 



The University College of the Fraser Valley 
Computer lnh>rmatlon Systems program 
blends practice with theory, and combines 
state-of-the-art learning environments with 
on-site co-op education options. We offer: 


• Computer Security 

• Software Development 

• Advanced Networking 

• Object-Oriented Design 

• Database Administration 

• Human Factors 


• Web Programming 

• User Interface Design 

• System Administration 

• Business Skills 

• Team-Building 

• Presentation Skills 


IVe also offerConVnuIng Studies courses in home networking. 
Linux, and CISCO CCNA and CCNP. See wvw.uc/v.co/cs for details. 
Coming soon: CISCO Secoriiy course. 

coH 604-854-4589 

Visit www.ucfv.ca/cis 


Have a lot of 

experience and 

want credit for it? 


Look no further. 

UCFV has got it all, 
and our students get jobs! 


INFORMATION SESSION 

FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 
Wed., Dec. 1, 7 p.m. in Abbotsford. 
Email leslie.bogula@ucfv.ca for details. 

UCFV offers the best hands-on education In 
systems, netvmrking and software development and 
has highly flexible programs to suit you. 

• Modern labs with multiple drives, Linux, 

Novell, CISCO, Oracle, Windows, and more. 

• State-of-the-art advanced networking lab. 

• Certificate, diploma, and four-year degree 
programs ladder into each other so you don't 
have to commit to a long course of study to 
gain a credential. 

• Daytime and evening courses let you continue 
working while you study. September and 
January intakes mean you can start any time. 

We offer credit for prior experience 

• Our prior-learning assessment process 

and credit-transfer approvals are among the 
most flexible and generous available. 

UCFV Is located only 40 minutes from 
Vancouver in affordable Abbotsford at the centre of 
a huge variety of outdoor and cultural activities. 
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iFido, Plug and Play Wireless High Speed internet 

By Babak Khonsari 


Features: 

• Always on, wireless high-speed Internet access 

• Download at speeds of up to 2.2 Mbps 

• Surf the Net, exchange e-mail and transfer data 

■ Quick and easy to install, no special software required 

• Compact portable modem connects directly to your 
computer 

• One POP3 e-mail address (user@fido.ca) 

• Five e-mail aliases per service 

• Monthly transfer; up to 20 GB (download) and 5 GB 
(upload) 

• Dynamic IP address 

Behind the curtains: 

Allstream has joined forces with Microcell 
Telecommunications (Fido) and NR communications, to 
provide high-speed wireless Internet service in two markets: 
Richmond BC, and Cumberland, Ont. NR is providing the 
wireless equipment. Allstream brings cash and a backbone 
wireline network for wireless backhaul. Microcell, through 
its subsidiary Inukshuk, will provide the 2.5GHz licensed 
wireless spectrum to be used, plus its nationwide network of 
cellular towers. The resulting service has been dubbed 
iFido. 

IFIdo 

According to Fido, you can reach speeds of up to 2.2 Mbs, 
which is along the same speeds as Rogers/DSL services. At 


the moment the modem is large (the size of a 300 page hard 
cover text book), but I'm sure that will change in later 
versions. The greatest advantage of this service is portability. 
You can take your high speed internet to other offices, to your 
friend's house, to any coffee shop with a power outlet, and 
you don’t need to call any technicians to install another 
access point. One thing that I noticed during the iFido demo 
was that if there is an object too close to the modem, it could 
block the signal reception or strength. 1 did however get the 
demo in a mall, surrounded by heavy cement waUs, and the 
reception was great. 

At the moment, iFido is in its beta stage. That is why the 
modem and the service are so expensive. The modem costs 
$325 dollars without agreement, or $25 with agreement and 
the monthly usage is around $40. 

What I like about this is the fact that we as consumers 
have more choices. One or two companies offering services, 
controlling the prices, are not monopolizing the market. It’s 
also an interesting concept, to have your internet with you 
wherever you go, rather looking for hot spots. For the 
moment, there is a maximum transfer up to 20GB download 
and 5 GB upload. I can see this system being very useful for 
people who need constant connection and access to high 
speed internet on the road within their GSM coverage. 

Though I love the concept and the service, I already carry 
enough stuff with me throughout the day and at present my 
connection needs are limited and met affordably by my 
present supplier. ► 


Apple G5 IMac 
Continued from page 18 

wanting the ability to change video adapters or add PCI cards 
will have to purchase one of Apple’s PowerMac towers. 

With enough RAM. the G5 iMac is a perky performer; 
performance is aided by the fast S-ATA hard drive. Apple is 
among the first computer manufacturers to make this newer, 
better-performing standard available by default in some of its 
models. The improved hard drive bandwidth is a big plus 
with applications like Virtual PC 7; finally, the virmalized 
Windows system runs in something like real-time. 

There’s a nice software bundle; along with the pre- 
installed Mac OS X 10.3, the iMac includes Apple’s iLife 
suite (iPhoto, iTunes, iMovie, iDVD {on systems with the 
SuperDrive}, and GarageBand), AppleWorks light-duty 
Office suite, and Quicken 2004. A 30 day-trial version of 
Microsoft Office 2004 is included. If moving from an older 
Mac, there’s a handy Setup Assistant that will lead you 
through the steps to coimect your older Mac in Firewire Disk 
Mode, letting it appear on the iMac as an external hard drive 
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and making it easy to transfer documents and settings to the 
new system. 

Performance is good, easily outclassing the previous- 
generation G4 iMac on most tests and an order of magnitude 
more responsive than the G4 iBook I use for most day-to-day 
work. It’s not Apple’s current performance champ, however; 
for that, users will need to move to one of the company's 
dual-G5 PowerMac models. 

It’s not easy to precisely compare Macs and Windows 
PCs; all comparisons are limited and too-easily criticized. 
Similarly, this isn’t the place for me to get into the age-old 
Wndows vs Mac (or Windows vs Linux vs Mac) debate. 
Personally, I use both Windows and Mac on a day-to-day 
basis. 

You can buy a useable Windows PC (or even a useable 
Mac like Apple’s G4 eMac models) for a lot less, but if your 
budget can stretch to the iMac’s $1800-2500 range and you 
want a stylish, space-saving, easy to set up and use (and virus 
and spyware-free) computer, Apple's new G5 iMacs are well 
worth a look— even if you’re currently a Windows user. Just 
be sure to budget for more RAM! I 


aCSPCOMPUTER 


TEL: (604) 439-91 00 FAX: (604) 439-91 80 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS 3553 KINGSWAY, VANCOUVER, BC VSR 5G9 
Business hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:30-6:30 Sat. 10:30-5:30 E-mail: csp@cspcomputer.bc.ca 


2Yis PartsSSYrs fabor warranty 

• ASUS P4VP-MX MB 

• 256MB PC3200 DDRAM 

• ATA133 40GB MaMOr H.D. 

• INTEL 3D VIDEO CARD 
•52XLG CO DRIVE 

■ Intel 10/100 Fast EtOemet Lan 

■ AOpen Keyboard / 160W Spkra 

■ Integrated 128Blt3D Sound 

• AOpen Internet Wtieel Mouea 

• 18" 300W Case w/CoolIrg Sys 
P4 Celeron 1.8/2.4/2.SGHZ 
379/409/449 

P4 2.4//2.8a,06 GHZ 
$469/529/629 


Mothertxiard 
612 MB DDR40D RAM 
120GB 7200 RPM 
Maxtor/Seagate H.D. 
GeforceFX 5200 128MB vldet 
52x32x52 LG CDRW 
16x LG OVD 
AC'97 SOUND 



Great Price & High Performance 

• ASUS P4P800-8X 6USB PORT 
•S12MBDDR3200 

•120QB Serial ATA HO 

• GeForce FX5200 12BMB AGP TVO 

• 16X DVORW+/- 

■ 16xLGDVD 

• 1.44 Floppy 

■ PCI 3D Sound / 500W Subwoofer 

• lO/IOOMbps Etbemet 

• Internet Keyboard / Wheel Mouse 

• 1 8' 300W P4 Tower Case 
P4 2.4/3.0/3.2«.4GHz 
749/789/829/929 

( 15\CD BENQ * S309) 


Experiencing the Game World 
AsuB A7N8X MB 
512DDR3200RAM 
IZOGB SATA HD 
12X DVDRW 

Geforce FX5200 12aMB Video Card 
5.1 3D Surround Sound Card 
1.44 Panasonic Floppy 
5.1 Surround Speaker w/eubwoofer 
1 8' Clear Side caee with Light 
Microsoft Internet Ke^oard 
Microsoft Optical mouse 

AMD XP 2400/2500/2800/3000/3200* 


Ram 

160 GB SATA Hard Drive 
Pioneer 16X DVD-RW/+RW 

1.44 Floppy 

Aaus EN57S0 256mb-PCI-X 
Video 

Creative Audlgy2 6.1 soundcard 
Logitech Z660 5.1 speaker 
RaldMax Scorpio P4 case 420w 
Logitech Optical Mx wireless 
KBMouse 

P4 (LG775)2.8/3.0/3.2/3.4 
$1599/1639/1689/1729 


640it Computing Experience 

Asus K8V Oelux S754 MB 
512 DDR PC3200 RAM 
120Q8 SATA Seagals HD 
Geforce fX 5200 126M8 video 

1.44 Floppy 
12XOVDRW*/- 
420 RaldMax Scorpio Case 
Microsoft Internet KB 
Microsoft Optical mouse 
500 W subwoofer speaker 
AtniDn64 2800/3000/3200/3400 


(powered by Tyan) 

Dual AMD MP CPU 

• Tyan S246SN-4M 
512MB DDR333 Samsung 
•128MBATI9000 Video card 
•120G6WO8mbeacheHD 
•52x32x52 Lite-on CDRW 

1.44 Floppy 

5.1 Creative live sound 
Thermaltake Xaserll 5000A 

• 365W Enermax Power 
AMO MP 2200*/2600*/2BOO* 


moreMP & Opteron Sys ct 


ASUS A7NaX /OELUX $98/119 

ASUS P5P800/P5GD1...$139/179 

ASUS K8V OELUX $165 

DELUX/5K8N $165/239 

Tyan S2466NM/2468GN $325/617 

Tyan S2980UGNR/GNR $839/649 

GA8IK1 100/GASNKXP $179/265 

MSI K7N2 DELTA-ILSR $155 

TY/kN motherboards ct 


7200rpm 

Maxtor 40/ 80/120GB... $65/79/105 

WD 60JB/120JB GB .. $95/109 

WD 200GB/2S0GS $169/249 

WD 36GB RAPTOR $147 

Seagate 60/120 SATA $109/139 

Notebook HD 20/30/40 .. $105/125/139 

Floppy drive $10/18 

Call lor low oricee on SCSI & Taos Orv. 

ATX 250W 16717719' $37/39/46 

ATX24'SBrver/AT230W15"Ca5e $75/34 
MS / Logitech Optical Wheal /4ouse 
$29/22 

Microsoft Internet KB*Mouae CombS39 
AOpen W1n88 KB * Wheel Mouse $1 5 


ASUS FX5S50ULTRA $529 

ASUS QFXS200/570Q $119/259 


32M / 64M/ f26M / 256M /S12M 
PC133 - $22 $45 $76 $106 

DDR333 - - $35 $65 $115 

ODR400 - - $65 $115 

Rambus - - $69 $119 $276 

72PineD016/32/64MB.... 


P4 20/2.8E/3. 0/3.2.. .$169/245/259/349 
Cel 1.3/1.a/2.0/2.2/2.4G . . 

$65/75/85/69/119 

AMD XP 2500/2800/3000/3200 

$125/185/249/389 

Duron 1.3G/TB1.3 $59/69 

Opteron 140/142/144. ..S356/4S9/6S9 


ACER15LCD $299 

S8msung710V $439 

Samsung 713V $439 

Samsung giQV/913V $599/599 

ViewSonic VG7O0/VGB0O $469/629 
ViewsonicVx8DCI/VG900, $829/849 

NEC 1560V/1700V $379/549 

NEC 1760V/1860NX $539/699 


Reliek 10-100BTCarO .$ 
Surecom5/e/16 Port 10BT SWITCH 
$25/29/59 

Llnkeys /DLink/ SMC 4P Router 
$45/49/47 

DlinK/Smc wireless G router 


SB Audigy2Z /platinum .. $135/229 

Creative live 5.1 $38 

Creative S750/S700 $430/289 

5.1 subwoofer speaker. ..$55 


PIONNER108. 

PLEXTOR 

16X0VDRW $179 

LtTEON16XDVDRW...S93 

SONYSWU14A $129 

LG OVDRW16X $95 

LG 52X CDRW/ext... 
$45/95 

SONY 52X CDROM...$25 


We offer Great 
Services 

at a Flat Rate of $25 
for All Computer 
Hardware / Software 
Repairs 

Free Estimation! 

Please check our 
website for your 
co/npufer needs ! 
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Age of Mythology Gold Edition 
Logistics War Game 

By Joshua Paul 


I sn't there anything new, I thought as 
I looked at the box for Age of 
Mythology Gold Edition? Did the 
world really need another game about 
collecting resources to build weapons 
for making war? Or a 2 CD re-release 
of an almost 2-year-old game? 

And then after 15 minutes of 
installing all 1.5gbs of it, I watched the 
cinematic intros and I was spellbound 
by the beauty of the graphics and by the 
storytelling. 

1 was bored with the simple plots of 
build peasants, chop wood, collect gold 
and food, and then build weapons 
factories, but Age of Mythology is 
different. To the former tasks, you also 
need to collect the favour of the gods, 
which is done differently for each 
civilization. For example, the Norse 
civilization earns the gods favour by 
killing. 

The detail of the graphics is 


captivating. It is amazing to watch the 
peasants cut down trees, and see the 
tree trunk shake and quiver with every 
stroke of the axe. Watching the peasants 
construct the buildings is also 
fascinating. The only aspect of the 
game left to the imagination is the 
killing of the people. This is still only 
represented by a thermometer that 
eventually runs out. Perhaps in future 
versions we will see the peoples’ deaths 
detailed more accurately. There is a 
nice touch when one of your people is 
killed their soul, represented by shining 
lights, is transported to heaven. 

So after I had built a temple, which 
is the weapons factory where you make 
mythological units, and I had collected 
enough of the 4 resources, food, wood, 
gold and the favour of the gods, I could 
build specials weaponslike centaurs 
and Cyclops (or is cyclopean as is 
boxen, or cyclopii as in boxii?). 


In one of the campaigns, the story, 
which is prefaced by beautiful 
cinematic cut scenes, was that I had to 
destroy a neighbouring city of pirates 
by killing all their soldiers (the units 
created by weapons factories), such as 
archers and swordsmen, and destroy 
their town centre. 

AH in all a very enjoyable game, 
and worth considering for Christmas 
for someone who likes this kind of 
logistics war game. 

Cost: $55 

Pros: modest hardware requirements, 
35 single campaigns, great value 
Cons: addictive, isn’t compatible with 
Mac OS X's virtual pc graphics 
card 

Where to buy: see our advertisers 
directory 

Site: www.microsoft.com I 


Lnh Smart Camputer Inc. 


138-8191 Westminster Hwy, Richmond V6X 1A7 Tei: 604.278.8228 Fax: 604.278.8020 www.linksmaitpc.com 


Best Buy 
$827 

Intel P4 3.0GHZ 
512MB DDR RAM 
120G/7200HDD 
DVD Rewriter 
Onboard Video, Audio 
10/100 LAN 
MS Keyboard 
MS opUcal Mouse 
Multimedia Speaker 


S y ate w ia E h gfc iaer 


Speciai System $398 


Intel Celeron 2.4GHZ 

256MB DDR RAM 


40G/7200 HDD 


52X CDROM 

mis 

Onboard Video, Audio, LAN 

PS/2 Keyboard & Mouse 


Mulltimedia Speaker 


Computer Fuil Service 

New Systems, Repairs and Web Design, 

mm 



Network design and installation, 
DVR Surveillance Systems 

pgtj A* Certification - 

ACompTIACeitifkmhnPntnm 


OEMSyi.tcm Buildf 

I AVG Anti-Virus 
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A'Linx Computer 

Http:llwm.alinx.CB Tel: 592-5388 or S9 


Monthly S 

' Orlv« w/Safnv*r 


Sales 

LG 52X3ZXS2 CD-RW ( 

LiteOn 16X OVD w/Paw*r DVD Softwara 
1 Card Raadar U8B2.0 Extarnal 
LitaOn 8128 (SX4-DVD-RW, 40x24x40 CD-RW, 12xDVD) 
WIcroaoK Wlralaaa Optical D— ktop (keyboard & Wouaa) 


AMD Sempron 2400+ CPU 


Surrey I Delta 




A-LInx Computer 


7176 120th Street Surrey, BC. V3W 3M8 
Tel;(604) 592-5388 or 89 Fax:(604] 592-5377 
Open; Monday to Saturday: 1 0i00am-6:30pm 
Closed: Sunday & Statutory Holidays 
E-mail: 8ales@4llnxcomputer.com 


Celeron 0326-^4 GHz CPI 


.$118/J1&4 A8R0CK K7S41GX_6XUSB2.0 W/BXAGP Port Malnboard ASROCKP4i45GV_6XUSB2,0 


CPU 


,$118/$118 PC3200 256MB ODR400 (Infineon) 
Seagate 80QB 720Drpin Hard Drive 


»XP Pro.. .$229/5359 


Sony 1.44MB Floppy Drive 
'JP '0 64MB AGP 3D Video(0/B) 


PC3200 2S6MSDDR400(ln5neon) , 
Seagate 80GB 7200rpm Hard Drive 
Sony 1.44 MB Floppy Drive 
' 3D Graphic 4XAGP{0/B) 


1^, Sm AC97 30 Sound(0/B).10/100 NIC(0/B) MonKof 5.1 Channel audio, 10/100 MC (O/B) 

^ LG 52X CD-ROM Color Ink Jet Printer l6 62X CD-ROM 


G 52X CD-Rom 

52X32X62 CD-RW-... 
tteOn S2XCD-RW,ieXDVD Combo Dr 


g LG 52X CD-ROM 
.$64 18’ 300W & 2XLISB Tower Case 
Logitech Optical Wheel Mouar ' 
121 PS/2 Windows Keyboard 
.$34 240W Speakers 


^339 


>■$229 


AMD Value System 




18' 300W & 2XUSB Tower Case 
Logitech Optical Wheel Moui 
PS/2 Windows Keyboard ‘ 
240W Speakers 

Celeron S30-2.6G/33S-2.eG 


U (^MD Sempron 2600+CPU AMD Athlon64 3000+CPU 

1 ASUSA7V600.X_8xUSB2.0 MSI K8T Neo-F5R_BxUSB2.0 
B PC32Q0 □DR400 (Infineon) 2S6MB PC3200_DDR400 (Infineon) 5'f2MB PC3200_DDR400 (Samsung) 


Seagate 80GB 7200rpm HD 

Sony 1 .44MB Floppy Drive 
VIA 3D Graphic Card(0«) 

ADI SoundMax 6-Chanrfel Sour 
VIAVT6103 

LG 52x32x52 CD-RW Drive 

wu. U ,„*^^?®^'^IL'^/‘^®MLGi5Vx32'x52CD^WD^^^^^ 

Win Muilimedia Internet Keyboerdr 


Sempron 26(>Oe/2eOO* $419/$449 

iron 3100* $479 ^mpron 28Q0*/3100* 

• - AOC FT7Q0 17‘ MonllO) 


MD Super+ System 


WD BOGB 7200rpm-8MB HD Maxtor 160GB 7200rpm-8MB HD 
Sony 1 .44MB Floppy Drive Sony 1 .44MB Floppy Drive 

ATI Radeon 9200SE 12aMB_DDR ms) FX5200_TD12e 128MB DDR 
M . A 8XAGP Video Card rV out, DVI, 8XAGP Video Card 

n AD1888 6-chaonel Sound(o®) ALC65S e-Channel Audio(0/B 

Ti: iT^lln IO/''OOLan,2XSBrialATA(Cv8) Sigabit Lan .Serial ATA(CVB) 

-G 52X32X52 CD-RW Drive -lg Dual Layer 1 6XDVD+.RW Drive 
I LMitech ODtical Whe^ M^u« ’ ®' 1 8’ 400W & 2XUSB Front Tower Case 

S Id sSm S^tem w/ M ultimedia Kayboard Microsoft Multimedia Keyboard 
^ Microsoft Optical Wheel Mouse Mic,o.oft Optical Wheel Mouse 
ISubwooter ^80W 3D Speakers System w/ Creative SBS.330 Speakers System 

$399ji-.l.»oot.r ^5-1 g ^ 

$S49/$579 4Mon643200hQ«XH 
hH *$130 \AOC FT700 1 7^0^^. ... 


AMD Athlon64 3200+ CPU 

ASUS K8V-SE Deluxe_8xUSB2.0 
1GB(512MBX2) DDR400 (Samsung) 
Maxtor 200GB SATA(U150)-8MB HD 
Sony 1.44MB Floppy Drive 
MSI FX5700LE-T0128 128MB DDR_ 
TV out DVI 8XAGP Video Card 
AD1 1980 6-Channel 3D Sound (Ofi) 
Gigabit Lan, IEEE1394, Serial ATA(0/B) 
*LG Dual Layer 16X DVD*-RW Drive 
18' Dual Fan 450W & 2XUSB Front Case 
Microsoft Cordless Multimedia Keyboard 
Microsoft Cordless Optical Wheel Mouse 
Lo gitech Z-S40 5 Speakers w/ Subwoofer 


$859 


$1239 

$1289^1189 


Intel Celeron D330 2.6GH2 Intel P4 2.4GHz CPUj 


P4VP-MX_6xUSB2.0 
PC3200_DDR400 (Infineon) 
Seagate eOGB 7200rpm HD 
Sony 1.44MB Floppy Drive 
VIA ProSavagee Graphics (o/aj 
Realtek ALC855 6-channel Souml(0/B) 
10/100 Network Card (o/Bi 
LG 52x32x52 CD-RW Drive 

Front Tower Case 
ta met Kayboard 

.ogitech Optical Wheel Mouse 
7B0W 3D Speakers System w/ 
Subwoofer 

$419 

D3$0-2.8Q/D320-2.4g 3449/3405 




ASUS P4S800_FSBHO 6xUSf 

PC3200_DDR400 (Infineon) 
WD 80GB 7200rpm-8MB HD 
Sony 1,44MB Floppy Drive 
ATI Radeon 9200SE 12aMB_DDR 
^TV out. 8XAGP Video Card 
ADI AD1980 S-channel 3D Sound |0 /b: 
10/100 Lan {omi 
LG 52X32X52 CD-RW Drive 
1 8" P4 300W & 2XUSB Front Tower Cau 
Microsoft Multimedia Keyboard 
Microsoft Optical Wheel Mouse 
7B0W 3D Speakers system w/ 
s.b».ot., *509 

P4 3.0G/3.2G-1M^ $649;$6B9 

ionllor Fli 


Intel P4 3.0EGHZ CPUfSaaaii 
ASUS P4PSOO-E Deluxe 
512MB PC3200_DDR400 (Samsung 
Maxtor 160GB 7200rpm-8MB HD 
Sony 1 .44M6 Floppy Drive 
MSI FX5200_TD128 128MB_ODR. 
t, DVI. 8XAGP Video Card 


Intel P4 540 3.2GHz CPU 
ASUS P5GDC-V Deluxe_8xUSB2.(r ' 
1GB(512MBX2) DDR400 (Samsung) 
Maxtor 200GB SATA(U150)-8MB HD 

Sony 1.44MB Floppy Drive 
Intel up to 224MB 3D Graphics (O/ej 
C-Media 8-Chennel Sound(o«) 


SIgabIt Lan,IEEE1394, Serial ATA (O/B 
■LG Dual Layer 16XDVD*-RW Drive 
18“P4 400W&2XUSBFrortTowerCBS ' 
Microsoft Multimedia Keyboard 
Microsoft Optical Wheel Mouse 
Creadve SBS-330 Speakers System 
Subwoofer 


$939 


Realtek ALCB50 0-Channel CODECtOB cijabh Lan, IEEE1394.4XSerlal ATAjm 

rCnsKK I an ICCPinU Ssrlal aTA/mn ^ !. ... 


'LG GSA-4160B Dual Layer 16XDVD 
•RW Drive 

1 8' P4 Dual Fan 4S0W &2XUSB Front Case 
Microsoft Cordlesa Muttimedia Kayboard 
MIcroaoft Cordless Optical Wheel Mouse 
Logitech Z-640 5 Speakers w/ Subwoofer 


S4Sfi/SS2deAtora<i i xeAsa tsoa/S3» P4 3.2EQr3.4EGFSB000 $979/$1109 P4 530 3.0G/550 3.4G 

4OT»aitn!U«W», ™ 17- Xonllo. FI.. l.ys 1 r LCD 

I-srAMD Sempron 2800+ CPU Shutflo XPC SBB1G2 V3 S.OEGHzCPUFSf 


$1199 


Sn-tl. XPC SI<43G*«S sempron !80J* CPU 

Maxtor 160QB 7200rpm-8MB Hard Drive 
LG GAS-41608 Dual layer 1 6XDVD4-RW Drive 
Sony 1.44MB Roppy Drive 
VIA 30 Graphic Card w/TV Out & 8XAGP(CVB) 
ALC650 6 Channel Sound, 10/100 Lan(OS) 
4XUSB2.0.3XFIreWlre,2XSerlal ATA ^ 

Microsoft Multimedia Keyboard C|I4Q 
Microsoft Optical Wheel Mouse Iw 

Svitem w/ Subsvoofat 


•. .1! 

! V 

- i 

p .. ..1.. » 


’Ll 


ZOO'"'" Crertve SB^^) Speakers Sv 

All advertised prices reflect 3.0% cash oiscount. 


Shuttle XPC SB61G2 V3 '"i®’ P4 3.0EGHzCPUFSBeoe 

512MB PC3200 DDR40D (Samsung) 

Maxtor 1606B 720Ctpm-8MB Hard Drive 
LG GSA-4160S Dual Layer ieXDVD*-RW Drive 
Sony 1.44 MB Floppy Drive 
Intel Extreme Graphic 2 w/TV Out & 8XAGPtO/B) 
6 Channel Sound, 10/100 Lar(0/B| 
eXUSB2.0,3XFIreWlre,2XSerial ATA^ 

Microsoft Multimedia Keyboard 
Microsoft Optical Wheal Mouse 
Creative SBS.330 Seef * ' 



All Systems come win 1 year 38^ and 3 years labo 
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$1029 

ioeskere System w/ Sub^f • 

and 3 years labour narowa 





EntertainmBfit I remember ta say you: 


' it in PerformancePC 


Burnout 3 
Takedown (Xbox) 

by Chris Chen 



Developer: Cnterion Gaines 
Publisher Electronic Arts 
Rating: 4.S/S 

H ow many times have you played your favourite 
racing game to frustration and decided to just go 
crazy and start crashing into anything and 
everything? It feels great, doesn't it? The latest edition of the 
Burnout series is all about crashing, smashing, and causing 
mayhem, then getting rewarded for it! Although Burnout has 
been a successful title in Europe, it has never caught on in 
North America. With EA's marketing power. Burnout 3 
Takedown is poised to become a huge seller worldwide. 

Features 

The faster and crazier you drive, the belter. You get 
rewarded for, not only destroying as many cars as possible, 
but doing it with style. Burnout 3 is an extremely fast racing 
game that offers 67 different vehicles, ranging from compact 
cars to 18-wheel semi-trucks. 

The user interface is simple and logical. Navigating the 
menus can be a bit frustrating for experienced players 
because of the incessant button pressing to actually start 
playing. But beginners will appreciate the tutorials and tips 
offered when starting a new course. 

You can either play alone, with friends via multiplayer 
mode, or online with up to six opponents on the Xbox Live 
network. A serious knock against online play is the inability 
to challenge European opponents because of differing 



television standards. So much for racing the world (as the 
packaging states)! 

There are several game modes including Race, Time 
Attack, Road Rage, and Crash. Each has it’s own objective, 
but you can be sure that crashing is always involved. As you 
race, you earn Boost that ultimately helps you wreak harder- 
hitting havoc. And when you crash your car, you enter a slow- 
motion mode, and control where and what your car crashes 
into. The better the crash, the better the final reward. 

With each race, you earn money to unlock additional cars 
and tracks. Your profile is updated as you progress through 
the various courses and earn new cars and you can access 
your Driver Details to see your progression, watch training 
videos, and access a few extras in the game. 

Graphics 

Bumout developer Criterion Games, has created the 
prettiest Takedown to date. The courses and environments are 
alive and vibrant with plenty of eye candy to be seen— 
including real advertising, such as Axe deodorant. 

Despite no real vehicles, because manufacturers don’t 
like licensing their cars for a game where they will be 
smashed and wrecked, the developers were forced to model 
their own original vehicles, which they did a solid job of. 

When using Boost, the impression of speed is 
immediately relayed as the passing buildings or trees blur and 
you enter a state of waip-mode, making you want to grip your 
controller a little harder and hold on for dear life. 

Audio 

Revving engines and buzzing traffic as you blow by 
oncoming vehicles is dramatic but somewhat fake. However 
the 40+ songs in the soundtrack, by major recording artists— 
including Jimmy Eats World and the Ramones— keeps the 
racing interesting and really helps get the adrenaline 
pumping. 

Conclusion 

Bumout 3 is nothing like racing in Project Gotham or 
Gran Turismo, but it’s easy to pickup and play in no time at 
all. Although it has a few annoying quirks, there is nothing 
about Bumout 3 that prevents gamers from having one heck 
of a fun ride. I 
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NHL 2005 EA Sports 


W ith the hockey season on 
hold for an indefinite period 
of time, fans everywhere are 
starting to show symptoms of 
withdrawal. Without our national 
pastime of Hockey Night in Canada, 
Canadians seem to have a craving for 
our nations favourite game. EA Sports 
however has stepped in to fill the void 
and has delivered what may be their 
best game of the long running series, 
with NHL 2005. From gameplay to 
controls to graphics, every aspect of the 
game has been notched up, making it a 
worthy purchase for those with a copy 
of NHL 2004, but it still falls short in 
certain places. 

As soon as the game starts up you'll 
find that graphics have been boosted. 
The animations are silky smooth, 
whether it be the new shooting 
animations, the hits or even the 
stadium, and crowds look much more 
authentic. The player models in the 
game look much sharper and realistic 
and if you are an avid hockey fan you 
can easily pick out your favourite 
players. 

The animations have increased 
quite a bit especially in their 
movements. Players now skate much 
more gracefully. They don’t look like 
they are stiff robots that can only skate 
fast and slow, but rather glide along the 
ice with great precision, sharp turns and 
long cross ice sweeps. The goalie 
animations have also been stepped up, 
with more saves than ever before. One 
problem in the goalie animations is that 
when they’re getting up from the 
ground they seem to just magically 
stand, without any transition. It’s not a 
major issue but 1 caught it happening 3 
or 4 times a game. Overall the graphics 
are solid and are great visuals, adding 
much more depth to the game. 

The controls have changed in this 
year’s version quite a bit, and have 


By Joshua Pereira 



added much greater control over the 
type of shot taken. There are now two 
different buttons used to take shots, one 
for the wrist shot and the other is for a 
slap shot. This gives you much more 
control over the game and gives the 
shooting added depth. Deciding 
between the two becomes a major 
decision, as a wrister is accurate while 
the slapshot is much more powerful. 
The manual deke and big hit button are 
still there and make the game that much 
more fun as you can undress the goalie 
as you put it in top shelf The controls 
seems tighter this year, especially when 
turning as it appears that you can make 
your players stop on a dime if needed. 

Goalies positioning in this year’s 
edition have been improved ten fold. 
The A.I. is amazing with the goalies 
playing with excellent positioning and 
reading the plays and making mistakes 
exactly as you would expect from a 
NHL goalie. 

An annoyance in the gameplay is the 
crazy amount of hitting that goes on. As 
soon as you step over the blue line on 
offence you will be taken down no 
matter who you are. My first season 
game as the Canucks I had Bertuzzi 
going down the right wing and he was 
just smashed by Iginla which seems 
pretty unrealistic. The amount of hits 
actually get annoying and you have to go 
into the options and turn down hitting to 
get a better game flow going. This is an 
annoyance that is fixable but shouldn’t 
have been there in the first place. 


The commentary is spectacular as 
usual which is expected of this series. 
Sound qualities have been much 
approved, especially the sounds o^ 
the ice. The sound of the puck hitting 
off the post actually sounds like the 
real thing. All the home crowds are 
authentic with their team cheers and 
the buzzers used in every stadium 
have also been replicated perfectly. 
One wish for next year’s edition is 
more interactivity, like what is seen in 
ESPN NFL 2K5, where there are 
player interviews and such. That 
would really be a crowning jewel for 
this series. 

All the modes from previous years 
are there ie; season, exhibition, 
dynasty . which are standard now 
days. One new addition is the Free 4 
All mode which has become a major 
party game. It’s pretty much 2-4 
people against one goalie trying to 
score as many goals as possible while 
stopping their opponents from doing 
the same. This leads to some great 
trash talking and there’s nothing like a 
game with 4 people all tied 9 in a 10 
goal game for suspense. It’s a great 
addition to all the regular modes 
included and I’m sure will be hit with 
everyone that grabs it. The dynasty 
mode like last year has been beefed up 
with more options and stats, but has a 
few menu annoyances that make it 
more work to see stats that should be 
easier to find, nothing major but still 
something to fix next year. 

Over the last decade, hockey fans 
have gotten great hockey titles from 
EA, with improvements every year. 
The series had a few downfalls but has 
come back bigger and better than ever. 
The arcade-style of gaming may not 
please everyone but makes it a great 
game to get a few buddies over and just 
pass the time until the real hockey 
season gets under way. I 
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Application.. .lots choices 


Act 2005 (BOX) 

Adobe Acrobat 6 Professional (BOX) 

Adobe Acrobat 6 Professional Upgrade (BOX) 

Adobe Acrobat 6 Standard (BOX) 

Adobe illustrator CS Upgrade (BOX) 

Adobe PageMaker 7 (BOX) 

Adobe PageMaker 7 Upgrade (BOX) 

Adobe Photoshop CS (BOX) . .._ 

Adobe Photoshop Elements 2 PhotoshopAlbum 2 CALL I 
' 

CALL I 
165.00 I 
CALL I 
CALL I 
CALL I 
CALL 
CALL g 

12.00 I 

CALL I 

25.00 I 
CALL I 
CALL ■ 
24.95 : 

36.00 I 
24.95 I 
CALL I 

2003 Server CALL 


Adobe Photoshop Elements 3 
Badcup My PC 5 Deluxe (BOX) 

Corel Draw 11 Graphics Suite Upgrade (BOX) 

Corel Draw 12 Graphics Suite Upgrade (BOX) 

Corel WordPerfect 12 

Dragon Naturally Speaking 5 Preferred USB (BOX) 

Dragon Naturally Speaking 7 Preferred (BOX) 

Dragon Naturally Speaking 7 Standard (BOX) 

Easy CD & DVD Creator 6 Standard 
Easy CD & DVD Creator 7 Platium (BOX) 

Easy CD & DVD Creator 7 Standard 
IBM ViaVolce 10 Standard Edition (BOX) 

Jasc PaintShop Pro 6 (BOX) 

Lotus Smart Suite 9.7 
Lotus Smart Suite 9,8 
Mcafee Virus Scan 6 
Mcafee Virus Scan 9 
Microsoft 20 Clienl Accass Llcanse for 
Microsoft Frontpage 2003 (BOX) 

Microsoft Frontpage 98 
Microsoft Mappoint 2003 (BOX) 

Microsoft Office 2000 Premium 
Microsoft Office 2000 Professional 
Microsoft Office 2000 Small Business 
Microsoft Office 2003 Professional (BOX) 

Microsoft Office 2003 Professional Upgrade (BOX) 

Microsoft Office 2003 Small Budness Upgrade (BOX) CALL I 
Microsoft Office 2003 Standard (Upgrade) * 

Microsoft Office 2003 sudem S l^scher (BOX)..w/3P 
Microsoft Office Xp Professional (BOX) 

Microsoft Office Xp Standard Upgrade (BOX) 

Microsoft Picture It Photo Premium (BOX) CALL 

Microsoft Picture It! Photo Premium 9 (BOX) CALL I 

Microsoft Project 2002 Standard (BOX) 499.00 j 

Microsoft Project 2003 Standard (BOX) CALL I 

Microsoft Project 98 125.00 

Microsoft SharePoInt Portal Server2003 vws u$«r(BOX) CALL ' 
Microsoft Windows 2000 Professional Upgrade (BOX) CALL 
Microsoft Windows 2000 Server w/5 Users (BOX) CALL < 
Microsoft Windows 2003 Server siandBrdw/suser(BOX) CALL f 
Microsoft Windows 98 Second Editon CALL | 

Microsoft Windows Me 
Microsoft Wndows XP Home (BOX) 

Microsoft Windows XP Home Edition Upgrade (BOX) CALL 
Microsoft Windows XP Professional (BOX) CALL 

Microsoft Windows XP Professional Upgrade (BOX) CALL 

Microsoft Works S.O (BOX) 

Microsoft Works Suite 2004 upgrade 
Microsoft Works Suite 2005 (BOX) 

Microsoft Visio 2000 Professional (BOX) 

Microsoft VIslo 2000 Enterprise 
Microsoft Visio 2003 Professional (BOX) 

MS Visual Studlo.Net 2003 Enterprise (BOX) 

MS Visual Studlo.Net 2003 Professional (BOX) 

Nero 5.5 / 6.0 
Norton AntiVirus 2003 
Norton AntiVirus 2005 (BOX) 

Norton AntiVirus 2005 w/3 Users License (BOX) 

Norton AntiVirus 2005 w/5 Users License (BOX) 

Norton AnUVirUS B.O+ExchangeServsrProtscIw/SUuistaOX) CALL 
Norton AntiVirus 9.0 w/5 Users License (BOX) CALL 

Norton Ghost 9.0 (BOX) ^ CALL 


Norton Internet Security 2003 CALL t 

Norton Internet Securi^ 2004 Professional (BOX) 90.00 f 
Norton Internet Securi^ 2005 (BOX) CALL | 

Norton System Works 2005 STD/Premler (BOX) CALL I 
OmniPage Pro 15 (BOX) CALL * 

I Paint Shop Photo Album 4 (BOX) CALL 

Panda AntiVirus 2004 24.95 

Panda AntiVirus 2005 CALL 

Panda Internet Security 2004 34.95 

Panda Internet Security 2005 CALL 

Partition Magic 8 (BOX) CALL 

PC Anywhere 10.5 Host & Remote 25.00 

PC Anywhere 11 Host & Remote 38.00 

PC Anywhere 11 Host & Remote (BOX) CALL 

Quickbooks 2004 Premier (BOX) 235.00 

Quickbooks 2004 Premier Custom Edition (BOX)245.00 


B 




Quickbooks 2004 Pro (BOX) 
Quickbooks 2005 Basic (BOX) 

I Quickbooks 2005 Premier (BOX) 

I Quickbooks 2005 Pro (BOX) 

I Quicken XG 2004 
Simply Accounting 2005 Basic (BOX) 
Simply Accounting 2005 Premier (BOX) 
Simply Accoundng 2005 Pro (BOX) 
WinFax Pro 10.03 
' WinFax Pro 10.03 (BOX) 


220.00 

CALL 

CALL 

CALL 

10.00 

CALL 

CALL 

CALL 

36.00 

CALL 


i 




' Civilization III (BOX) 

I Diablo II (BOX) 

! Diablo II Battlechest (BOX) 

I Doom 3 (BOX) 

Half Life Platinum Collection (BOX) 

Half Life 2 (BOX) 

Sims 2 (BOX) 

Medal of Honor Breaktoough (BOX) 

MS Age of Empire II GOLD 
MS Flight Simulator 2004(BOX) 

I Myst IV Revelation (BOX) 

NHL 2005 (BOX) 

Unreal Tournament 2004 (BOX) 

WarCraft III (BOX) 

I WarCraft III Battle Chest (BOX) 

, . mssmmamm 



Bfolhtr-Tfln»f/Fn 


.00 DR-200 179.00 
i530 CALL DR-250 179.00 
— CALL DR-400 



Is 

DVD(BOX3 CAa 

resellers today I 
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Scamming You from Your Money 

By Chris Chen 


F raud and scam artists have been around for what seems 
like forever. And in this new age of the Information 
Highway, they’ve adapted and sophisticated their ways 
of cheating you from your money. People’s inboxes are now 
spammed regularly with numerous variations of fraudulent 
emails. Let’s take a look at some of the more common scams 
and how to protect yourself from being taken. 

Cashier’s Cheque 

You're selling a valuable item, such as a car, some 
jewellery, fancy electronics, or rare collectibles, through an 
online classified ad. A prospective buyer— often from Nigeria 
or West Africa— sends you an email offering to buy the item, 
no questions asked, and without questioning the item’s 
working condition, quality, authenticity. They inform you a 
cashier’s cheque has already been made out to you. but for a 
sum larger than you’re asking for your item. Upon arrival, 
this eager buyer asks you to cash the cheque and return the 
excess amount via money transfer— only after the cheque 
clears of course! You receive the fake (high-quality) cheque, 
your bank accepts it, and you wire the excess funds back to 
the buyer— after allowing enough time for the cheque to 
clear— and prepare to ship the item. 

The transaction appears legitimate, until several days later 
when the bank informs you that the cashier’s cheque was a 
fake, and you are instructed to return the entire value of the 
fake cheque. 

Online Escrow Service 

This scam often hits people buying cars or big-ticket 
items online. The victim buyer finds a car and a dealer who is 
willing to sell it at a great price and fast. But before the dealer 
will ship the car overseas, the buyer is asked to place their 
money into an escrow account at an online escrow company 
that the seller has provided. The buyer wires their money— at 
this point, the money is gone— but the seller never sends the 
car because the online escrow company was a fraudulent 
front created by the seller. 

“There are hundreds of fake escrow services online,” 
according to KIRO TV reporter Herb Weisbaum. 

Partial Payment Up-Front 

The scamming seller offers a great deal on an item but 
will only trust the victim buyer if partial payment is sent first. 
Alternatively, the scammer sometimes reassures the victim 
by telling them the item has already been shipped, and that 
the victim should send payment immediately. 

Protecting Yourself 

There are several ways to save your money and avoid the 
grief and frustration of being cheated: 
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Figure 1: Sample of a fake cashier's cheque 

• Be sceptical about offers that seerh too good to be true; 
lake notice of buyers that are more concerned about 
payment, as oppose to the quality, condition, or integrity of 
the item; be especially wary of overseas buyers that you 
don’t know, 

• In the case of cashier’s cheques; verify them by ensuring it 
contains all the legal elements of a valid cashier’s cheque; 
amount in numbers matches the amount in words; account 
number is encoded in MICR ink (not shiny in appearance); 
perforations are on at least one side of the cheque; routing 
and transit numbers in the MICR line are consistent 
elsewhere on the cheque; no appearance of erasures, 
deletions, or alterations; authenticate the financial 
institution from which the cheque is drawn. 

• MSNBC technology correspondent Bob Sullivan suggests 
only using http://www.escrow.com, and ensure that you’re 
dealing with the real escrow.cora by typing their URL into 
your browser— not clicking on a link received through 
email. 

Conclusion 

Scammers are constantly and increasingly spamming 
people to find their next unsuspecting victims. The best 
defence against getting taken for a ride is ignoring any offer 
that seems too good to be true— avoid deals that fall into your 
lap. It Just takes a little common sense to recognize a 
fraudlent deal. 

Links 

• Fake Escrow Sites Cashing In; 
http://www.komotv.coni/consumertip/story.asp?ID=30850 

• FTC— Law Enforcers Target "Top 10" Online Scams: 
http://www.ftc.gOV/opa/2000/10/topten.htm 

• Dot Cons: 

http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pufas/online/dotcons.htm 

• Online Scams Up, Credit Card Hacks Down: 
http;//www.intemetnews.com/ec-news/article.php/22 18571 

Chris Chen is a techno-nut who works as a technical 
writer in the software industry, f 
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Making Technology Woik for You 


VISIT US ONLINE @ VVWW.EGLOBALONLINE.COM 


^ Retail Sales 
System Upgrades 
•' Computer Repairs 
Onsite Service 

Network Setup & Meintenance 

Tel: 604-a72-8276 

Toll Free: 1-866-792-1168 

Fax: 604 872-B2S6 

Email: info@eslotialonline.com 



WEVE MOVEDl 

Our Vancouver location has moved to a 
new convenient location. Come visit us! 

QiBat Wca»l O ragt Sarvfeet 3 Con vnte nt locgtIocT In your n eighbourh o od! 
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eGlobal 

PC Builder “ 


Photon Value PC 

leriMzPi 

w/VUMyAliduUN 


t Custom Personal 

S'" -J Computers built to your 
^ liking. Simple, easy end 

-• available Onlinel 


ISOWStwtsrStI 
PS /2 KeybMrU 
P 5 / 22 eulIiini»uiMv 


1 Year Warranty 

on ALL OEM Parts t O ilA 

3 Year Warranty 

on Labour for all PC Systems 


lon Value PC 

liiWPmiiiri2.4C 

ASUSPtPem-VMi 


JUSTB 3 D-SU Sp«l*n wTSubwoolir 
McrtacA MuUmMi* Ka^oard 
MkraacA Optical Mouu 


Tundra Ute Notebook 
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Top twtch service and greet priceal 
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What's Black, Cool, Fits in Your Pocket 
and Holds Thousands of Songs? 

The new portable MP3 player from MedlaSonIcI 
Frontier Labs 1.8" 20GB Super Slim MP3 Juke Box 

by Joshua Paul 

For a long time 1 have wanted an iPod 
from Apple - but 1 haven't been able to 
justify spending S429 for a 20GB hard 
drive that plays MP3 files - especially 
since hard drives are about Sl/GB. I know 
I am paying for style and size and 
convenient user interface but there are alot 
of other things I can buy for $400 - or 
more accurately - I haven't been able fo 
figure out how I can explain to my wife 
why I need a $400 Walkman. 

But now I don’t need to - for almost $100 less I can get a 
20GB Walkman from MediaSonic - this is more reasonable! 
Not only do I get a small stylish 20GB MP3 player, I also get 
an FM radio built in - something the iPod doesn't include. The 
unit fits nicely in my pocket {the joystick for navigating 
menus however sometimes makes a selection by itself), the 
black and white screen is back lit atnf very readable, and the 
battery lasts 3 hours - perfect for listening to music on even 
the longest commute. 

So how many songs can a 20GB drive hold? An MP3 of 
average length, encoded at an average bit rate will be about 
3MBs - so in lOOOMBs you can store about 333 songs - so in 
20,000MBs (approx 2 (KjBs) you can store 20 X 333, or 6660 
songs - many more than you will you be able to listen to in 
the 3 hours the battery will last. 

As good as this unit is there are a couple issues. For one, 
I can’t just copy files to the unit - 1 must use their special file 
transfer program otherwise the MP3 files won’t play. Also, 
when using the radio near flourescent lights there is some 
noise. Finally, the menu interface is too cumbersome - it 
requires too many clicks to get to frequently used things. 

Pros: 3 hour battery life, 20GBs of storage, B&W backlit 
screen, stylish design, small size, fm radio, low cost 

Cons: protruding joystick rubs in pocket and makes 
changes, proprietary program to copy MP3s, convoluted 
interface, fm radio noise from fluorescent lights 
Cost: street price approx $329 

Availability: please contact Wayne at 604-276-1619 for 
local dealers 

For more info contact: 

Wayne Chiang 
Mediasonic Enterprises Inc. 
wayne.chiang@mediasonic.ca 
http://www.mediasonic.ca/ I 
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Aria Digital 
Music Juke Box 
M8270 

By Sharon Rubin 



I was recently asked by a very good friend of mine to 
review Aria’s newest Digital Music Juke Box, the M8270. 1 
am not the most technical person, but I love toys (yes, girls 
love to play with technical toys) and since I am a music freak, 
it must have seemed like a good fit. 1 have been using this 
jukebox all weekend and must say that I am impressed. 

Aria has given the customer a lot to be impressed about. I 
quickly put 40 songs on the player and it used less than 1% 
of the memory {20GB in total). I can choose to listen to music 
or just relax to my favorite FM radio station. It also offers a 
sleep timer so I can fall asleep to music and not worry about 
wearing out the battery or turning it off. The menu was very 
easy to understand and intuitive. 1 can also record any stray 
thoughts that come to me while I am waiting for my 
boyfriend to show up. The M8270 boasts an impressive 15 
hours of music before the batteries need to be recharged. And 
finally, I can use the player as a portable hard drive storing 
files, pictures, my Outlook calendar and contacts and any 
notes I wish to keep track of 

But not all is sunshine and light. The earphone plug did 
not seem to fit properly and I sometimes had to juggle it to 
make a connection. The instructions are not very detailed, so 
if you have some technical issues, you may be out of luck. I 
was not able to find any additional information on the Aria 
website and since it is a UK based company I would be 
concerned about technical support if needed although I am 
sure that the importer or my local computer store would help 
me out in a pinch. And what about my niece? Since there are 
no backup batteries, when she takes the player camping she 
will be limited to only a mere 15 hours of music before the 
batteries need to be recharged, a mere wink of the eye to a 
young teenager. 

But I guess the real question is, would I buy it? In my 
opinion... YES. It was a lot of fun, with lots of room for all 
my songs, an FM radio and easy to use and understand. And 
the price is great with a suggested retail of $329.00. 

Availability: please contact Wayne at 604-276-1619 for 
local dealers 

For more info contact: 

Wayne Chiang 
Mediasonic Enterprises Inc, 
wayne.chiang@mediasonic.ca 
http://www,mediasonic.ca/ • 
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Real Reviews on Real Products 
Bit-head News and Views 
Lastest and Greatest Gadgets 
Great Contests and the Best Prizes 


And here is 


twist 

send your entry lo 

www.performancepccDiiada.com 
PertormarKeK supports your lotoi computer (wrdwore ond uftMMc doolof kd we thMy6«4c toe' 


another 


lliose tireless guys in the bock rooms, 
pulling the guts out of our fried second 
brains ond putting us back to rights, fixing 
our memory problems, ridding us of 
viruses ond hacker ploys. Making us well 
again and a safe place to ploy! Here's to 
our hardworking pals! 

Best 



wins 


So tell us your best or worst "second 
broin on the table" story, tell us of your 
worst crosh, your loss of memory, your 
virus meltdown and the unsung hero who 
come to your rescue, ..your911 star- 
spangled super hero. . .whose dedication 
breathed life bock into your alter ego. 

Story 


you a 

Siemens C65 cell phone 

from Fide 

(teluii vglua of S250) 

And make sure the first call is a thonk you to your local dealer "superstar" ! 




Need to get more 
done in less time? 

Get a NCIX PC System that can handle 

two concurrent tasks, thanks to the 

Intel* Pentium* 4 Processor with HTTechnology. 

tiC Dl iSI^AV Quality 

rL DUIIUCl Outstanding PerfomiMKe 
Built EXACny the way you want It Excellent Vi)m 




NCIX PC systems. The ultimate in performance. 



NaxH\festav200 

Inter Pentium4' 
tsMiHTTechnokigy 




NaxK\festa>a70 

Inter PentKim4* 
with HTTechnology 


k 


I 


NaxKV^v280 

Intel* Penlium4* 
with HTTechnology 


538 


tneWMISCMI 

A«WlaaM'llFHini«-S1l9 

wdwinaM'tpns-tiss 


^988 


^898 


• Intel* Pfntluni*4 iSGHzw.HTIethnology 

• Solt^85IJII-CL Integrated Uotherboanl 

• 2S6MB Samsung Pa200 DM memory 

■ 40G8 Seagate 7200 RPU IDE Hard Drive 

■ BenQ56x CD-ROM 

■ AntecSLK1«Ocasewltli3DOwattAntecPSU 


• Intel’Penluni'a HT 2.SGH2processor 

• Intel DSdSGRHLKmothertward 

• 512MB NngstonHyperX DDR memory 

• 120G3Sea^e*7200RPMI<anlClrive 

• LG Ga-452DB Combo CDRWm drive 

■ Ante; Aria mATXose widi Mrt-1 canl leader 


• Intel* Pentium* 4 HT 2.8GHz processor 

• Intel DS65 PBILmiitheriwatd 

• Radeon »50 Pro vlijeoQRl with 12gMB RAM 

• S12MB Samsung PO20(l DDR memory 

• 40GB* 7200 RPM Hard Drive 

• UteOn S0HW-412S/B a)/DVD±RW Drive 


NaxKQubei240 noxkMSN Notebook ncixkM 6BN Notebook 

InteTCderon' Intel* PenhumU Mobile' InteTPenD'umMMcRHIe' 

2.4flHz System liGHzSystem liGHzSystem 

SCQQ sssf” SIAOQ ™ $ 170 Q ^ 

xMMi>acwi‘xpiw<M-sii9 xaawMxn'rFfim-siis I # udWMt(M‘>riii<w.sm 

MdHMnn'XPPPD-SiaS «aWMo«')irRto-5li» I# AadVA«kiin*I?N-Sia! 


• Intel* Celeron* 2.4 GHz processor 

• Siiltelrl)BICEQ3401AMInlPC 

• 256 MB Samsung RAM 

• 40G8Seagate*7200 RPM Hard Drive 

• LS6CE-4S20BCimboCDRW/l)VDdtive 


• HitachlTravelstar40GBS400RPM9JmmI5in Mobile IDE 


• Intel* Pentium* M-Moblle16GHz pmcessoi 

• IS.A'TFTWXGAOeOOTSODIMMSeKLAN 

• Toshiba MK4026GAX 40GB S400RPM 2.Sln Mobile IDE 










